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And at one time it was asserted that the evidence existed;
but this has been disproved, and on the disproof the oppo-
nents of Evolution take their stand. Although I cannot feel
much confidence in the idea of such a passage from Type
to Type, and although the passage, if ever it occurred, must
have occurred at so remote a period as to leave no evidence
more positive than inference, I cannot but think the teaching
of Embryology far more favourable to it than to our oppo-
nents. Supposing, for the sake of argument, that the passage
did take place, ought we to find the embryonic stages
accurately reproducing the permanent forms of lower types ?
Yon Baer thinks we ought; and lesser men may follow him
without reproach. But it seems to me that he starts from
an inadmissible assumption, namely, that the development
must necessarily be in a straight line rather than in a multi-
plicity of divergent lines. " When we find the embryonic
condition," he says, " differing from the adult, we ought to
find a corresponding condition somewhere in the lower
animals." * Not necessarily. We know that the mental
development of a civilised man passes through the stages
which the race passed through in the course of its long
history, and the psychology of the child reproduces the
psychology of the savage. But as this development takes
place under conditions in many respects different, and as
certain phases are hurried over, we do not expect to find a
complete parallel. It is enough if we can trace general
resemblances. Von Baer adds, "That certain correspond-
ences should occur between the embryonic states of some
animals and the adult states of others seems inevitable and
of no significance (?). They could not fail, since the embyros
lie within the animal sphere, and the variations of which the
animal body is capable are determined for each type by the
internal connection and mutual reaction of its organs, so that
particular repetitions are inevitable." A profound remark, to
which I shall hereafter have occasion to return, but its
bearing on the present question is inconclusive. The fact that
* YON BAER, op. cit., i. 203.